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The Issue of Preventing Radicalisation Among Young 

People 

  

Young people are the most at risk when it comes to radicalization. Of any 

demographic, they spend second-most of their time online. This sees an increase in 

the number of young people every year leaving their friends and families and going 

thousands of miles to join up with terrorist groups like ISIS. 

 

Since the start of the conflict in Syria, an estimated 5,000 Europeans have 

travelled to fight in the Middle East, 760 of which from the UK. The figure includes a 

number of school-age girls who have flown to Syria in particular to marry those 

already fighting there. 

  

With the creation of the internet in recent years, the radicalisation of young 

people has never been a more pressing issue. Any terrorist group can create a 

Facebook page and start influencing thousands of young people in minutes. This 

can be done from almost anywhere in the world. 

 

Points to consider: 

● How strong is a terrorist presence in your country? 

● How many people have access to the internet in your country? 

● Should social media sites be held accountable for the content that gets put 

on their platforms? 

● How could you ensure young people are aware of the dangers of 

radicalisation? 

Useful Links: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrorism_and_social_media 

http://educateagainsthate.com/teachers/which-children-and-young-people-are-vuln

erable-to-radicalisation/ 
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The Issue of Arranged Marriages for Young People 

  

Arranged marriage (while different to forced marriage) is when the parents of 

two individuals decide that they should get married without their consent. Although 

traditional arranged marriages did become somewhat less popular over the course 

of the twentieth century, a rising divorce rate has left some advocates of arranged 

marriage arguing that it results in a more lasting union. This is because out of the 

world’s arranged marriages (53% of total), just 6% end in divorce. 

 

In traditional Hindu societies, the caste system prevents young people from 

mixing with whoever they should choose, leading to a reliance on older members of 

the family to pick their spouses, taking in aspects such as education and economic 

background as opposed to love and compatibility. 

 

Therefore, there is a debate to be had on how we can preserve the rights of 

people to choose their romantic partner, while still observing cultural tradition. 

 

  

Points to consider: 

● How important is arranged marriage in your country’s culture? 

● What can be done to aid those young people already in arranged marriages? 

● How can respect the cultural practice of arranged marriage while still 
preventing forced marriage? 

Useful Links: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arranged_marriage 

https://www.highspeedtraining.co.uk/hub/arranged-marriage-forced-marriage/ 
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    The Issue of Combating Addiction Among Young People 

  

Drug addiction is a massive problem for today’s youth. Normalisation of 

recreational drug use is for sure a significant contributor to this, with many 

celebrities singing, tweeting or talking about their own drug use.  

 

Although routine drug abuse among young people has fallen from past years, 

14.3% of 17-18 year olds in the USA have taken an illegal drug other than 

marijuana in the past twelve months. 

 

Aside from this, tobacco and alcohol are also both types of drug and should 

be treated as such. In many countries, youth binge drinking is seen as a part of 

culture. In Spain, ‘el botellón’ is a meeting of young people, typically in the 

daytime, who drink excessively in parks and on the streets because it is cheap. This 

kind of behaviour can lead to reliance on alcohol if on a regular basis, and even 

addiction. 

 

Points to consider: 

● What are the existing drug laws in your country? 

● How can young people be discouraged from using drugs? 

● How can we help those already addicted? 

● How can we prevent drugs from reaching young people in the first place? 

● How do we prevent other kinds of addiction like alcohol and cigarettes? 

Useful Links: 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/monitoring-future-survey-high-

school-youth-trends 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/principles-adolescent-substance-use-disor

der-treatment-research-based-guide/frequently-asked-questions/why-do-adolescen

ts-take-drugs 

http://www.nta.nhs.uk/statistics.aspx 
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